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identified romanticism with this later form only. Others have
tried to find some system of doctrines characteristic of it, but no
definition in terms of a specific doctrine fits all the phenomena
going under this name. Romanticism is obviously merely a
psychological type that combines the passionate striving for
emotional freedom with disillusionment in regard to human
reason, and the effort to overcome the anarchic and pessimistic
consequences of these experiences. This mentality of the intelli-
gentsia surfeited with intellect, and in desperate search of a creed,
can adopt almost any political programme.1 The romanticists,
therefore, usually show a mkture of quite inconsistent tendencies
and sudden changes of ideology, and they also reflect the differ-
ences in the predominant tendencies of the national ideologies.
Most romanticists were not practical politicians or serious
students of political science. They were mainly poets, literary
critics or philosophers, or intellectuals of some other profession
who incidentally wrote on politics. In literature the romantic
movement started as a protest against the rigid rules of classicism,
and against an arid rationalism which suppressed the free play of
fancy and emotions. Still more the romanticists hated sophis-
ticated society and the bourgeois ideas of a happy and virtuous
life. What they longed for was the extraordinary, the mys-
terious, the irrational, the fantastic, and they hoped to find it in
exotic countries and primitive peoples, in unspoiled nature and
man, among children, the youth, the uncorrupted peasants and
the outcasts of society, the proletariate, in the Middle Ages, in
old ballads, fairy-tales and other folk-lore, in an Utopian golden
age of the past or the future, in emancipated women, in uncon-
ventional eroticism, in mysticism, and in sentimentalism mixed
with irony and self-derision. The rationalists ascribed value only
to eternal ideas which were the same in all nations and at all
times. The romanticists stressed historical, personal or national
individuality, the peculiar features of a unique personality. While
the analysing intellect tended to conceive nature ^nd society as
machines, the romanticists liked to describe them as organisms.
The mentality and morality of the average man appeared to the
romanticist as dull. They praised -enthusiasm and heroism, and
the inborn genius of the superman who stood above the obliga-
tions of ordinary morality. Many famous romanticists were in
their youth absolute libertines and debauchees, while many others
who personally were timid weaklings glorified war, cruelty and
freedom from any moral restraint. Pantheism, the adoration of
1 This has been pointed out by Carl Schraitt, Politische Rorrwttic, 1935.